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Lent ð Holy Week ð Easter  2010  
ñWords of Life from the Crossò 

Ash Wednesday, February 17  

Confession & Absolution and Imposition of Ashes, 7:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion, 4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.  

ñThe Pardoning Wordò (Luke 23:34) 
 

Wednesdaysô Mid-Week Lenten Worship, 4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.  

February 24ðñThe Promising Wordò (Luke 23:43) 

March 3ðñThe Faithful Wordò (Matthew 27:46) 

March 10ðñThe Compassionate Wordò (John 19:26-27) 

March 17ðñThe Suffering Wordò (John 19:28) 

March 24ðñThe Dying Wordò (Luke 23:46) 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1  

Holy Communion, 6:30 p.m. ðñThe Remembering Wordò (1 Cor 11:23-26) 
 

Good Friday, April 2  

Seven Words from the Cross, 12:00 p.m.ðñThe Fulfilled Wordò (John 19:30) 

Tenebrae Service, 6:30 p.m.ðñThe Fulfilled Wordò (John 19:30) 
 

Holy Saturday, April 3, Easter Vigil -C, 7:00 p.m  

ñThe Restful Wordò (Genesis 2:2ï3; 1 Peter 3:18ï22) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 6:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., & 10:45 a.m.  

ñThe Vindicated Word: óHe is Risen!ôò (Luke 24:1-12) 

 



2 

From the Pastor . . .  

Challenging Times! 

ñChallenging Times!ò is an understatement. From 

the world economy to our nationôs economy, from 

natural disasters (such as Haiti) to continuing terrorist 

threats (at home and abroad), from public worship at-

tendance to parish budgetary shortfallsðòChallenging 

Times!ò just doesnôt quite say it all. 

Perhaps that is because the real issue is challenges to 

our spirituality. All of the challenges mentioned above 

impact on, and perhaps even reflect, our spirituality.  

What does a faithful Christian man or woman do in 

ñchallenging timesò? The impending season of Lent 

reminds us that the first step is to repentðrepent of 

our self-centered ways of thinking and acting, repent of 

our neglect of Godôs Word and His Sacraments, repent 

of the direction of our entire life.  

The very first thesis of Lutherôs 95 Theses drives 

home this very point:  ñOur Lord and Master Jesus 

Christ, when He said óRepent,ô willed that the whole 

life of believers should be repentance.ò Luther, of 

course, wrote the 95 Theses to dispute the sale of let-

ters of forgiveness (indulgences). However, Thesis I 

does emphasize that oneôs daily lifeðin fact, oneôs en-

tire life ðis to be that of repentance. 

What Luther means by Thesis I is made clearer in 

Thesis IV:  ñThe penalty [of sin], therefore, continues 

so long as hatred of self continues; for this is the true 

inward repentance, and continues until our entrance 

into the kingdom of heaven.ò Whereas the world 

around us tells us to love our selves and to hoard up for 

our selves as much as we can, true repentance consists 

of ñhatred of selfò and admits the sin that permeates 

every part of our being. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find a report of 

relief efforts by LCMS volunteers and professionals in 

Haiti. The professionals include our own partners of 

the Lutheran Mission in the Dominican Republic, 

whom Elm Grove Lutheran has been directly support-

ing (financially and with our prayers) for the past 18 

months. Read and study those pages carefully to see 

what genuine ñworks of mercyò look like when repen-

tance is taken seriously. 

Repentance also can include support of our own 

ministry here at Elm Grove Evangelical Lutheran 

Church & School. The projections and financial warn-

ings being sounded by Comptroller Ralph Ganswindt 

ought to concern every member of the congregation. 

Even though the leaders of the congregation planned 

for 2009 -2010 in a very conservative fashion (not an-

ticipating more financial support than what was actu-

ally given during 2008 -2009), nevertheless we now 

find ourselves once again pondering the shape and the 

structure of our ministry.  

Why does this happen? God alone knows, and our 

human explanations merely pale. What is certain is 

that God does not leave us a choice when it comes to 

the teaching and preaching of His Word. We simply 

cannot hoard it for ourselves. 

When we repentðindeed, when we live daily in re-

pentanceðwe learn to place the totality of our selves 

and our lives into Godôs hands. Nothing else will bring 

peace and contentment. Even Haiti, the poorest nation 

in the Western hemisphere, has learned this lesson 

anew. What will it take for Americans (especially 

American Christians) to learn the same? 

I am not a Rick Warren (Saddleback Church), and I 

will not go on television to make financial appeals. In 

fact, Elm Grove Lutheran wants no money that does 

not proceed from a life of repentance. One cannot buy 

peace and contentment. They come only from a gra-

cious God, whose Son calls us to follow Him in genuine 

discipleship. 

I pray that your journey through Lent 2010 will 

bring you even greater understanding and greater com-

mitment in what it means to live the Christian faith. In 

the words of Luther (again), Wir sind alle Bettler  = 

ñWe are all beggars.ò 

Teach me to live that I may dread 

The grave as little as my bed. 

Teach me to die that so I may 

Rise glorious at the awesome day. (LSB 883, v. 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larry W. Myers 
Administrative Pastor  
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BREAD & FISH  

MANY, MANY THANKS to all the people of Elm 

Grove Lutheran for your continued generosity this 

past year. Your continued donations of money 

amounted to $5075 , which allowed Bethany, Em-

maus, Holy Ghost , Hope, and Mission of Christ Lu-

theran Churches to purchase food at Second Harvest 

for their food pantries. We also distributed 434 boxes 

of clothes, 120 boxes of food, five cases of Girl Scout 

cookies, and six Market Day pies to the five churches. 

The churches say THANK YOU VERY MUCH for 

your donations of clothes, food and money. Also, your 

continued donations of motel sized soaps, shampoo, 

lotion, etc., for families in other countries is greatly 

appreciated by the folks of Orphan Grain Train.  

Thanks from Emmaus Lutheran Church  

Dear Members of Elm Grove Lutheran Church, 

What can we say to you good friends but THANKS?  

On behalf of Emmaus Lutheran Food Pantry, I would 

like to thank you for the generous donations of Food, 

Clothing & Money that Emmaus Social Ministry re-

ceives from the Elm Grove Lutheran Church throughout 

the year. 

With the money that is sent to Emmaus Pantry 

through -out the year, we are able to buy personal hy-

giene items that we would not be able to give to our cli-

ents without that help. With the help of EGL, Emmaus 

Pantry shelves are well stocked and our clothing bank 

also. 

In 2009 we served 1384 men, 1306 women, and 1252 

children for at total of 3,942 people.  

The work that goes on here in the inner city is con-

stant and the challenges are often times difficult. We 

thank God for your generosity and concern for the mis-

sion work we have here in the inner city of Milwaukee, 

where the need is great. 

May God continue to care for the Elm Grove Lu-

theran Church and shine His love upon it.  

Thank You, 

Doris Howard, Social Ministry, Administrator  

Angel Tree Thanks  

Bethany Lutheran Church:  

Thank You, Elm Grove Lutheran, for the $95 in gift 

cards and wrapped gifts. It's greatly needed. May God 

Bless.ò 

Mission of Christ Lutheran Church:  

All Glory, Honor & Praise are to God our Father, for 

allowing the HOLY SPIRIT to touch your hearts. Your 

generous donation of five gift cards was received by our 

church for our Mission of Christ families in need for 

Christmas. Mission of Christ is very grateful for all the 

help you continue to give. 

What the Lord put on hearts to do brought tears and 

smiles to our families that were truly in need. We give 

thanks to our Lord and Savior for sending you to us. As 

we keep you in our prayers, we ask you also to keep us 

in our prayers as we strive to spread the Gospel to eve-

ryone who comes through our doors, whether in wor-

ship or our food and clothing pantry.  

From Bethany Lutheran Church  

Dear Elm Grove Lutheran, 

Thank you so much for your very kind gift of $600.  

It will be used for our Food & Clothing Pantry as we 

struggle to do the work God has called us here at 

Bethany. 

Thank You for keeping us in your thoughts & 

prayers. 

Bethany Lutheran Church 

From Mission of Christ Lutheran Church  

Dear Elm Grove Lutheran Church, 

May you be blessed by the Lord, the Maker of 

Heaven & Earth. (Psalm 115:15) 

All Glory, Honor and Praise be to God our Father 

for allowing the HOLY SPIRIT to touch your hearts! 

Your generous donation of $600 received by our 

Church for the Food Pantry was appreciated. 

Mission of Christ is very grateful for all the help you 

give so we can serve our community. 

We are honored to work the harvest field with you.  

We give Thanks to our LORD and SAVIOR for send-

ing you to us. As we keep you in our prayers, we ask 

you also to keep us in your prayers as we strive to 

spread the Gospel to everyone who comes through our 

doors, whether in worship or our food and clothing 

pantry.  

In Christ's Service, 

M. Darryl Winston  

Congregation President 

Mission of Christ Lutheran Church  
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Works of Mercy in Haiti and the DR  

ñIôve never been so proud and humbled to be a member 

of the LCMS. When the LCMS assessment team arrived in 

Jimani on the southern Dominican/Haiti border, it was 

late. It was early morning before we got into bed for a 

very short night of sleep. Rev. Ted Krey, Rev. Walter 

(Ries), and Danelle Putnam greeted us with joy, laboring 

under the fatigue masked by adrenalin--just enough to 

sustain for days on end with little or no sleep. The LCMS 

WM team in the Dominican is incredible in any case, but 

in the past week theyôve shone with a compassion and 

determination under the most severe trials. We are at a 

hospital, which has performed some 500 major surgeries 

in the past four days, victims helicoptered in from Haiti. 

Ted Krey and his team have been a force for mercy and 

the Gospel, with real compassion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñTed immediately figured out the logistics and delivery 

necessities of food and water for all patients and their 

families--1500 of them at distribution time. (Thatôs find-

ing a need and filling it!). The Civil Defense Corps (a Do-

minican, mostly voluntary, organization) quickly assem-

bled cooking facilities in the nearby town. Daily, Pastor 

Krey personally oversees and himself distributes water to 

everyone at every meal, and personally assists in the dis-

tribution of meals to all. Ready, young Haitians bunch 

behind the truck to disperse the Styrofoam containers of 

rice, beans, spaghetti, etc. in stacks of five or six. Between 

meals, Krey and his staff are tending to a hundred issues, 

questions, pastoral care concerns. In down time, they are 

speaking with people about Christ and bearing witness 

graciously through it all, consoling consciences wounded 

and sorrowful and hurting over mistakes and tensions 

and failings and weaknesses so prevalent in time of catas-

trophe. Make no mistake, food and water to victims of 

this tragedy are a critical, life-and-death issue. The initial 

mortality rate was high and fell dramatically when the 

LCMS medical team hit the ground with Pastor Krey at 

their side, though pastoral tasks have also included the 

purchase of caskets and transport of the deceased to the 

morgue and cemetery. 

ñTed moves through the crowds, completely under-

stated, black collar with tab. He kneels, converses in flu-

ent Spanish, and consoles, answers questions, finds aid, 

and solves problems. Last night, when a tremor threw 

everything into chaos, Ted was on the spot as 1500 pa-

tients and their families emptied the buildings. Itôs vital 

for clergy to wear clericals in such times. The cross dan-

gling from my neck has been the source of consolation, 

grasped in hands by those who do not understand my 

prayers to Jesus for them, yet understood fully. A protes-

tant pastor in street clothes pulled me aside as I worked 

through the crowd alongside Ted and Walter. ñHey! Iôm a 

____ pastor! If you need some help, come and get me.ò A 

well meaning and pious Christian to be sure, and God 

bless him for coming . . . but he was quickly lost in the 

crowd, and to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThis is an amazing example of fidelity in word and 

deed in the midst of a chaotic, often crazy situation with 

the broadest representation of faiths--Christians and non

-Christians (including the emergency workers). It is once 

again the strongest affirmation that there is no substitute 

for Lutheran accompaniment. Be present, act, love, serve. 

Thatôs the Jesus route in time of disaster. 

ñGive generously. There is a whole lot of accompani-

ment coming.ò 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Missionary Walter Ries (DR Lutheran Mission) loads a van 

with rice for distribution in Jimani, a border city to Haiti. 

A helocopter lands in Jimani  
to deliver a patient from Haiti.  
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ñThe team of LCMS docs just debriefed, packed them-

selves into two vans here in Jimani, Dominican Republic, 

and headed off on the six hour trip to the capital and back 

home. What an amazing group! 

ñNot a half hour ago, we were all together on the back 

porch of the large home, which has been the erstwhile 

dorm for medical teams. The stories of who was with us, 

how they were assembled within hours, and then put on 

the ground is amazing. The docs and nurses where high-

level professionals, university instructors, emergency 

room doctors, and nurses--experts in numerous disci-

plines. As we talked, they were thankful, traumatized, joy-

ous, exhausted, and emotional. They expressed profound 

struggle in dealing with the carnage they had just walked 

into; and yet at the same time, profound faith in Jesus. 

ñAs the first tremor struck last night, and as the LCMS 

missionaries delivered trucks full of meals, I was asked to 

guard the load until the word was given to disperse the 

precious cargo. I leaned against the tailgate, and a tall, 

mustached gentleman with an easy southern accent 

struck up a conversation. He was in his scrubs watching 

the chaos of 1500 Haitians who not ten minutes earlier 

had scrambled for their lives out of the orphanage con-

verted to a hospital. óWhere ya from?ô I asked. óGeorgia.ô 

óWho ya with,ô I continued. óI'm with a group called the 

LCMS. I never even knew they existed, had no idea what 

they did, but a friend of mine called and asked me to go. 

I've never been so impressed with a group of people in my 

life.ô óThatĭs great to hear,ô I said. óI'm with the LCMS too.ô 

ñOne of the seasoned emergency room docs struggled 

to get hold of what she'd just seen. She wept as she re-

counted the story of stepping off the bus late at night this 

past Tuesday and jumping into the operating room. Her 

first patient was a young woman who lay bleeding to 

death on the floor. The team worked and tried everything, 

but life was quickly ebbing. The woman had lost her en-

tire family. óWhat should I say to her?ô the doc asked oth-

ers in the room? óTell her it's o.k. . . . to go be with her 

family.ô She did so. 

ñôPastor, I donĭt know how to cope with this,ô she told 

me. I helped her begin to process the matter in the con-

text of the cross of Jesus. óPastor, I'm going back home 

now. The people I work with will not understand this. Pa-

tients where I work complain about everything. I just 

treated a woman who had her arm guillotined with noth-

ing but Tylenol as pain reliever, and she was smiling at 

me, thanking me. I couldn't believe it. These people have 

lost everything, and they are so thankful.ô 

ñAs I was writing this, a doctor just appeared behind 

the building where I am sitting, moaning in anguish and 

pain about what he'd just experienced. One of our pastors 

was with him. He's just come from Port au Prince, is ex-

hausted, overwhelmed, hasn't slept in days. The volume 

of trauma is infinite. He feels great need to return.  

ñIn the midst of all this, the Haitians have shown 

amazing faith, regularly singing hymns to Jesus as they 

huddle with their lone surviving child or a new friend on 

the ground or in the next bed over. 

ñO blessed Jesus, have mercy upon your people. Cause 

this affliction to cease. Comfort the dying, the sick, and 

the traumatized. Uphold the faith, hearts, and hands of 

all those many who are were unharmed but now are as-

sisting the needy, and also those who have come as angels 

of mercy. Amen. 

ñNo mind can comprehend this. óOh, the depth of the 

riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How un-

searchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 

ways!ô (Rom. 11:33). 

ñWe can only face tomorrow with the knowledge that 

the outpouring of love and blessing in the wake of this 

disaster is and will be one of the most phenomenal acts of 

mercy in our time together on this earth.ò 
 

Pastor Matthew Harrison  

Executive Director, LCMS World Relief and Human Care 

Board Member, Lutheran World Relief  

With LCMSðWRHC Exec. Dir. Matt Harrison, Presi-
dent Marky Kessa of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Haiti signed grant documents and received 
$30,000 in emergency aid. He also received some 
material goods, including a laptop.  President Kessa 
expressed his heartfelt thanks to the LCMS for send-
ing people and emergency aid. He said that while we 
may not understand why the earthquake hit Haiti, the 
Lord will work a blessing from this. He said now is 
the time to preach the Gospel to people in need as we 
care for their bodies, for the Lord has given us both a 
body and a soul. President Kessa said, ñIt is a blessing 
that you are here.ò 
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Golden Friends 
 

Mark your calendar for March 2. 
 

Ron and Bev Wegner will share their 
slide presentation of their recent trip 

to Russia 
 

  Come join us in the 
Christian Life Center 

 

Watch your mailbox for the flyer with 

all the important information, 

CALLING ALL INSTRUMENTALISTS!!   

Alumni of EGLS and parents and relatives of current 

students are invited to play in the pep band for the 35 th  

Annual Spirit Tournament.  The band will play at 

the EGL girlsô and boysô games on Thursday, Feb. 11, 

and Friday, Feb. 12, respectively. Both games begin at 

6:30 p.m. SOédig out those instruments, brush off the 

dust, and get in shape to join the band for one or both of 

the games! Plan to meet in the Music Center at 5:30 

p.m. on both evenings. Please let Mrs. Bessert 

(kbessert@egl.org) know if you plan to participate and 

what instrument you will be playing so that we have 

enough music ready! And spread the word ï if you 

know of alumni in the area, please invite them!!  

Godôs Stewards are ñSaints & Sinnersò 

Since we are all Godôs Stewards, formed by Him and enabled by Him to do the work He gives us, we are dis-

mayed when we fail, as we so often do. But we must always remember that we have become saints, members of 

Godôs family, when we were baptized. St. Paul explains our two-fold nature quite well in Romans 7:15 when he 

says, ñFor I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate .ò And so it is with us. Our sinful nature comes out when we decide not to go to church where we are 

spiritually reinforced or when we decide to selfishly withhold from the Lord the necessary funds to adequately 

support our (His) church. In order to practice total commitment to the Lord we must put the sinful nature aside 

and allow the saintly nature to flourish in our lives.  

So picture yourself with every member of EGL gathered on a Sunday morning outside church, and all of a sud-

den a procession starts going toward the church and we hear the sound of the famous gospel song, 

ñI want to be in that number, 

   As the saints go marching in.ò 

As the saints do  go marching in, they also take their sinful nature with them to lay at the foot of Jesus. He for-

gives us and enables us to let our saintly nature shine. Do you want to be in that number? Will you be in worship 

next Sunday - and every other Sunday? 

May the Lord Jesus bless us all and lead each of us, who are both saints and sinners, to follow Him and let Him 

lead us in all phases of our lives.  Amen. 

 Red Corder, Board of Stewardship 

mailto:kbessert@egl.org
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EGLS 

School News 
ñThe Lord is My Rockò 

 

2010 SPELLING BEE :  On Friday, January 8, stu-

dents in Grades 3-8 competed for best spellers in their 

respective grade groupings. The following distinguished 

themselves in the competition:  

The 3rd and 4th Grades champion is Hannah Schulz 

(4th). The runner up is Mia Halvorson (4 th). 

In the Middle school, Grades 5-6, Hannah Cobleigh 

(6th), and in Grades,7-8, Jacob Arnold (8 th) were cham-

pions in their respective grade groups. Runner up me-

dallions were given to the following: 5 -6, Matt 

Ewert (5th ), 7-8, Mollie Radewahn (8 th). Grades 7-8 

champion, Jacob Arnold (8 th ), became the EGLS 

Champion and will move forward to the  Private School 

Regional Bee at St. Robert School on February 18 (7:00 

p.m.), 2010. St. Robert is located at 2200 E. Capitol 

Drive in Shorewood, Wisc. We wish him our best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 GEOGRAPHY BEE:  The EGLS Geography 

Bee was held on January 13, 2010. The Runner-up was 

Christine Wilcox (5 th) . Our school champion is Tyler 

Hipke (5 th) . 

Each school Geography Bee champion takes a written 

test upon winning the Bee in their school. One hundred 

school winners from each state proceed to the State 

Level Finals in April, based on their scores on a written 

test scored by the National Geographic Society. The Ge-

ography Bee winner in each state and territory proceeds 

to the National Geographic Bee in Washington, D.C., for 

a two-day competition in May. On the first day, the 55 

state and territory (District of Columbia, the Virgin Is-

lands, Puerto Rico, the Pacific Territories, and the over-

seas U.S. Department of Defense schools) winners are 

narrowed to a field of ten finalists. The, the ten finalists 

compete on day two, and the winner is announced and 

wins a college scholarship. 

SPIRIT TOURNAMENT  

We are looking forward to Our Spirit Tournament , 

February 11 to February 14. Our athletic director, Mrs. 

Tesch, reported that all of the spots for teams were eas-

ily filled this year. We ask Godôs blessings on the ath-

letes involved and thank Him for parents and all who 

willingly serve to provide family oriented activities such 

as this. 

D.A.R.E.  

The D.A.R.E. Program (Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-

cation) is scheduled to begin in February for our 5th 

Grade students. This year Officer Sandy Brown will be 

assisting Officer Krahn by teaching the D.A.R.E curricu-

lum. Due to his injuries sustained during the train acci-

dent on Memorial Day 2009, Officer Krahn will be un-

able to act as lead instructor this semester. 

Officer Brown writes:  ñThe D.A.R.E. program offers 

kids real-world ways to avoid drugs and violence. By 

educating and motivating this generation of young peo-

ple, Iôm hoping to significantly reduce the demand for 

illegal substances and the incidence of violence in our 

community.  Parental involvement is a key component 

in the battle to help keep kids off drugs.ò We look for-

ward to having our 5th Grade class participate. 

OPEN HOUSE  

Thank you to those who were able to help us with the 

open house on Wednesday, January 27. Since the dead-

line for this article is before that date, it is difficult to 

report results. We thank all those who were able to refer 

and encourage individuals and families to attend and 

become acquainted with our school, its people, and its 

program. 

EGL students compete in the 2010 Spelling Bee 
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Lutheran Women in Mission  

A special invitation is extended to all women in our 

congregation to attend our LWML meeting on 

Wednesday, February 3, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Bartelt Adult Activities Center.  Since our mission pro-

ject for our Elm Grove Lutheran School is the Ingath-

ering of items for the various classes, we will enjoy see-

ing and hearing the children from Pre -Kindergarten, 

Kindergarten, First and Second Grades sing some 

songs for us. We always enjoy these young eager chil-

dren from our school. Refreshments of tea, coffee, and 

cookies will be served.  Each child will receive a special 

Valentine bag from our LWML.  

At our meeting, we also plan on having a short Bible 

study, ñWhat Would Joseph Say?ò found on pages 20-

23 of the winter issue of the Lutheran Womanôs Quar-

terly . There will be extra copies of the Bible study for 

those not having the Quarterly.  

A big thank you goes to all of the congregation 

members who donated to our Ingathering of items for 

our school. These items on the teachersô ñWish Listò go 

beyond the regular curriculum needs. We will collect 

these items until February 2. You may bring them and 

put them in the boxes near the LWML bulletin board 

in the lower lobby. You may bring your Ingathering to 

the LWML meeting on February 3.  

LWML stands for Lutheran Womanôs M issionary 

League, which is the official womenôs auxiliary of The 

Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod. The main goal of 

the LWML is to help spread the Word of God to people 

far and near. One of the LWMLôs primary means for 

carrying this out is the collecting of mites (offerings). If 

you would like to contribute mites, you may pick up an 

LWML Mite Box in our church library. When the box 

is full, please bring it back to the church library. Our 

society sends in monthly contributions of mites to the 

South Wisconsin District LWML. Our own EGL 

LWML has contributed $1,156.92 during the year 

2009. With all of the societies in our South Wisconsin 

District collecting mites during the 2008 -2010 bien-

nium, the total amount is $141,143.71 to pay for the 12 

Mission Grants, of which eight have been fully funded.  

For this, we thank and praise our Lord. 

 ñPraise the Lord!  Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 

good; His love endures forever.ò Psalm 106:1 
 

Barbara Kurth  

Lutheran Hour Sunday:  February 28, 2010  

What might this mean for us here at Elm Grove Lu-

theran? At the least it can remind us of an organization that 

had its beginnings right here in Milwaukee. It was the year 

1917 and, in the wake of the news that our Missouri Synod 

had incurred a deficit of $100,000 (an astounding sum for 

the time), approximately 12 stalwart Lutheran business 

men from Milwaukee and Chicago met in Milwaukee and 

pledged, among other things, to eliminate this debt of the 

LCMS. That pledge was accomplished, and the greater re-

sult was the formation of a laymen-led organization that 

became the International Lutheran Laymenôs League. What 

did this group do? It formed a groundbreaking Gospel radio 

broadcasting program that still exists today as ñThe Lu-

theran Hour.ò This world wide broadcastðwhose speakers 

have included Dr. Walter Maier, Dr. O.C.J. Hoffmann, & 

Dr. Dale Meyerðcontinues its life -giving message under Dr. 

Ken Klaus. Today, this saving message is on 800+ radio 

stations with a listening audience estimated in the millions.  

Also this Gospel centered organization is currently pro-

ducing online programs for children and parents called 

ñJCPlayzone,ò a program called ñMenôs Networkò for men, 

and a radio talk show entitled ñWoman to Womanò for 

women, with leader Phyllis Wallace. 

The Laymenôs League members of the California/Nevada 

District annually enters a beautiful float in the Rose Parade 

which is watched by millions on TV and along the parade 

route in Pasadena. 

Other resources for congregations include Advent and 

Lenten devotionals, which are downloaded and used right 

here at EGL. 

Finally, we mention the Project Connect booklets that are 

available to all our members in the mail area of our church. 

As of today these are funded by a very generous member of 

EGL. 

Does this all sound like a worthy and sound use of our 

mission dollars? Certainly seems so. Your prayers and gifts 

are important and appreciated.  

The materials that you will receive in your church mail 

on the 28th will give you opportunity to participate and be a 

donor/supporter/member this February.  

Do you have questions? Call me, Fred Kurth (262-252-

4573). I am your LLL Ambassador. Praise God for His 

blessings to the world through the LLL/LHM as we con-

tinue ñBringing Christ to the Nations and the Nations to the 

Church,ò proclaiming Christ crucified and telling His story 

to the next generation. 
 

Fred Kurth  
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Comptrollerôs Corner 

December giving was significantly less than the 

amount anticipated and budgeted! 

We are now over $70,000 behind budget in an-

ticipated giving for the first half of our fiscal year. 

Couple this with the loss of the Thrivent matching 

program, and we are in financial trouble.  

Our budget for envelope giving plus school gifts 

the last fiscal year (ended June 30, 2009) was 

$1,191,000. Actual giving was $1,117,000, which 

included $52,000 from the ñFour in Fourò pro-

gram. This was a decrease in giving from the prior 

fiscal year of roughly $8,000.  

This year we budgeted envelope giving plus 

school gifts to be $1,083,000ða $34,000 decrease 

in anticipated giving. However, in spite of this de-

crease, we still are falling short of budget by over 

$70,000 in just six months!  

With the drastic reduction in giving levels de-

scribed above in mind, we now begin preparing 

the work program for next fiscal year. If the same 

giving patterns continue, it should be obvious that 

we will need to make steep cuts in spending in or-

der to balance the budget for the next fiscal year. 

This will inevitably mean cuts in programs and in 

personnel. 

Is there any alternative? Malachi asks the ques-

tion in Chapter 3 v.8: ñWill a man rob God?ò He 

then continues with the challenge in v. 10: ñBring 

the whole tithe into the storehouseé Test me on 

this and see if I will not throw open the floodgates 

of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you 

will not have room enough for it.ò 

It is time for the members of Elm Grove Lu-

theran  to take this test. Will you pass the test? 

Please donôt neglect your congregation in your 

charitable giving!  

 

 Ralph Ganwindt  

 Comptroller  

Directory Changes:  

We welcome  

Robert & Dettie Brockman, by re-instatement 

 

We will miss 
Marion Lexow, by death  

Janette Farchmin, by death  

 

ADDRESS/PHONE CHANGES: 

Katie Funk 

4141 S. 60th St. Apt. 35 

Greenfield, WI 53220 
 

Jon & Janine Grelk 

262-439-8763 
 

Morgan Matthews 

2332 S. 98th St. 

Milwaukee, WI 53227 
 

Lynn Peterson 

17619 Nassau Dr. 

Brookfield, WI 53045 
 

Carl Pfeifer 

11688 Willow Ct. 

Milwaukee, WI 53228 
 

Paul & Linda Stockinger 

N75 W28587 Shamrock Lane 

Hartland, WI 53029 

262-538-0032 

Remains of a Roman Catholic Church in Haiti. 

The attempted destruction of Christôs Church on earth can come 

either from natural disasters or from neglect within it. 

Fortunately, the Church survives all efforts to destroy it  

and even progresses beyond those humans who neglect it. 
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Friendship Library  
 

It was just a short time ago that we celebrated the glorious season of Advent and Christmas. 

Now it is February with Ash Wednesday on February 17 and the beginning of Lent. Our jour-

ney to the cross calls for renewed dedication to the service of the Lord. 

That service includes our gracious volunteers who bring special treats to the Sunday coffee 

hour in the library. Be sure to stop in after the early service to enjoy the fellowship and thank 

the servers and contributors. New volunteers are always welcome and appreciated. 
 

Also, check out the new books on display and the FREE CDôs by contemporary writers and speakers for your 

spiritual enrichment.  
 

ñBe with us through this season, Lord, And all our earthly days. 

That when the final Easter dawns, We join in heavenôs praise: 

LSB 418 v.4 

Thrivent Matching Gift Opportunity for Haitian Relief Work  

Thrivent Financial for Lutheran members can maximize their gifts to LCMS World Relief and Human 

Care (LCMS WR-HC) to help suffering Haitians by using a generous Thrivent Financial matching gift oppor-

tunity.  

In response to the earthquake devastation, Thrivent Financial announced on Friday that the organization 

is matching $1 for every $2 donated by Thrivent members, up to $1 million for the potential of generating $3 

million.  

ñOur hearts and prayers go out to the people of Haiti and all those working tirelessly to rescue the thou-

sands of victims,ò said Bruce Nicholson, Thrivent Financial chairman, president, and chief executive officer. 

ñThrivent Financial and our members want to help in this time of great need. We believe our members 

throughout the country will give generously to those affected by this catastrophic natural disaster.ò 

The Rev. Matthew Harrison, executive director of LCMS WR-HC, called the need tremendous. ñWhat a 

blessing it is for Lutherans to have this opportunity to partner with Thrivent Financial for matching funds for 

Haitian relief,ò he said. ñThe Lord truly blesses, and in this case, Thrivent is part of the blessing.ò 

Thrivent Financial members can help Haitian earthquake victims by making a gift online at 

www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti  or by phone at 800-236-3736, between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. CST, Monday 

through Friday. (At the telephone prompt, please say ñdirectoryò then enter ext. 83003.) Thrivent Financial 

will match a maximum of $250 per Thrivent member donation. The matching gift opportunity ends March 

31. 

Itôs important to note that Thrivent Financial members who donated to LCMS WR-HCôs Haitian earth-

quake relief before the matching gift opportunity announcement still can request a match for their contribu-

tions. If you are a Thrivent Financial member who previously made a gift to LCMS WR-HC for Haiti earth-

quake relief, please contact LCMS WR-HCôs Anna Lockwood at anna.lockwood@lcms.org or 800 -248-1930, 

ext. 1672. Please provide your name and telephone number. 

Along with LCMS WR-HC, Thrivent Financial also is matching gifts to the Haiti earthquake relief efforts 

of three other Lutheran organizations:  Lutheran World Relief, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Dis-

aster Response, and Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod Committee on Relief. Gifts can be made to one 

or as many as all four organizations, for a maximum total match of $250 per donor.  

http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti
mailto:anna.lockwood@lcms.org
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Youth Ministry  

Itôs that time of year when the EGL Youth Committee is recruiting for 

the 2010 summer youth conferences. The Lutheran youth organization, 

Higher Things (HT), is hosting two conferences this summer:  one at 

Utah State University in Logan, Utah (June 29-July 2), and one at the 

University of Memphis in Memphis, Tennessee (July 6-9). At both loca-

tions the conference theme will focus on the Sacrament of the Altar, 

ñgiven and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.ò You may read more 

about HT and the conferences they host on their website, 

www.higherthings.org . The target age-group for either conference is high 

school students who have been confirmed. 

The registration fee ranges between $300 and $350 per individual, de-

pending on which conference and the date of registration. The sooner one 

registers, the better, because registration prices increase each month. The 

registration fee covers everything once on site:  conference planning, 

three nights of housing, ten meals, conference handbook, daily worship 

service book, and a conference T-Shirt. In order to make this work finan-

cially and logistically, however, commitments need to come early.  

When you notify Pastor Skovgaard or Karen Clark of your interest, 

please also indicate which date works better for you and your family. 

Once we have a core group of committed youth, we will make more con-

crete plans.  

 Lenten Fish Fry Fundraiser  
 

 in support of the Lutheran Mission  
  in the Dominican Republic  

 
 
 
Every Wednesday in Lent 2010 (except Holy Week) 
 4:30-7:00 p.m.  
  in the Elm Grove Lutheran Fellowship Hall  
 February 17 & 24 
 March 3, 10, & 24 
 
Menu:  Fried Cod, French Fries, Bread, Cole Slaw, & German Potato Salad  
 

Cost:  $9 for two -piece platter; $10 for three -piece platter.  
 $3 of each platter goes to the Lutheran Mission in the Dominican Republic  
 

 [Hot dogs & peanut butter/jelly sandwiches will be available for children.]  
 

Soda, milk, & bottled water available for $.50 per container.  
 

[Offering envelopes will be available for additional contributions to the Lutheran Mission in the DR.]  

http://www.higherthings.org/
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Lutherland & Oberammergau 

2010 Study Tour 
Tour  Hos t :   The  Rev .  Lar ry  W.  Myers 

A Fantastic 16 Days of Adventure in Germany  

Wittenberg, Germany  

Luther, by Lucas Cranach the Elder  

The Wartburg, Eisenach  

Oberammergau Passion Play, Bavaria  

T o u r  D a t es :  
A u g u s t  1 3 -28 ,  20 1 0  

$ 3 ,1 5 0  f r o m  M i l wa u ke e  

Includes:  Coach to/from Chicago OõHare IAP; all land transportation and 
accommodations in Germany; 29 meals ( 14 breakfasts, 2 lunches, & 13 dinners ); 

and all tipping for guides & drivers.  
Includes $950 HK III package (in Oberammergau) with Category 1 ticket for the Passion Play.  

Not Included:  Air Transportation [currently about $1,185 from Chicago],  

More Information & Registration: 
 

Download a complete color brochure 

and registration form at:  www.egl.org 
 

Brochure and registration form also 

available on the tract rack near mailboxes. 
 

Air fares to Europe continue to rise for 2010. The longer you wait, the more expensive the airfare! 



12 13 

February Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (ñA) 
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not included,  

please contact the church office. Thanks!  

February 1 
A-Judith & Don Gohde 
Sam Ewert 
David Schmalzer 
 
February 2 
A-Tom & Pat Alles 
Jean Baesemann 
Mark Ewert  
 
February 3 
Jamie Gibbons 
Charlene LaPorta 
David Neill  
Jeanne Pentler 
 
February 4 
Phyllis Dobke 
Amalia Seeger 
Bretta Speck 
 
February 5 
Leon Olson 
Tom Paasch, Sr. 
Aidan Pritchard  
Crystal Schmid 
 
February 6 
A-Casey & Sharon Wierzchowski 
 
February 7 
Elizabeth Ky 
Megan Pritchard 
Walter Tesch 
 
February 8 
A-Rick & Nancy Ewert 
Austin Ahnert  
Brian Gerber 
Lynn Harner  
Matthew Pfeifer  
 
February 9 
Robert Degner 
Riley Fredrichsdorf  
Kayla Pederson 
Ben Schmeling 
 
 
 

February 10 
Kayla Burk 
Tom Hinz  
Irma Koch  
 
February 11 
Cheryl Kari  
Nancy Kelley 
 
February 12 
Rachel Powers 
 
February 13 
Cara Corder 
Pr. Egloff 
Tyler McMiller  
 
February 14 
James Ahnert 
Katie Gerber 
Luanne Schaefer 
Becky Wilinski  
 
February 15 
Jill Kumlien  
Elaine Peppel 
Nathan Weiss 
 
February 16 
Katie Baesemann 
Gary Baker 
 
February 17 
Peter Holzwart  
Sarah Tracy 
 
February 19 
Heather Flesch 
Gene Heiman 
Benjamin Vnuk  
 
February 20 
Daniel Berry 
Barbara Schumacher 
 
February 21 
Ruth Dare 
 
 
 

February 22 
A-Chuck  & Hazel Ewert 
Jennifer Nichols  
 
February 23 
David Busse 
Jolleen Eckl 
Karen Franke 
Anna McMiller  
Andrew Niggemann 
John Schaefer 
 
February 24 
Sophia Dean 
John Elvers 
 
February 25 
Becky Bejvan 
Hannah DôAgostino 
Fred Trubshaw 
Nancy Williams  
 
February 26 
Julia Elvers 
Kathy MacGillis  
 
February 27 
Jeff Jagusch 
JoAnn Randall  
 
February 28 
Callie Hedtke 
Adam Kanter 


