SEASONS

Volume 7, Issue 1 January 2010

From our Missionary Partners in the Dominican Republic

love. His love is strong, for He becomes Man to die for
us. His love is firm because He stays the course and
does not fall into sin. His love is compassionate, for His
death is one in which, even as He dies, He forgives and,
in death, conquers the world, bringing it to Himself

and reconciling it to His heavenly Father. He is Christ,
the King, the One over all gods and all lords.

AiMay this baby Jesus, who i
joy, your center, your God, your first love, your all as
you celebrate this Christmas. As you gather with your
families, tell the story once more, just in case that
someone in your circle has forgotten one small detail
or there is one present who does not know of the baby

(I. tor.) The Rev. Walter & Ana Ries, the Rev. Ted & born in the flesh. o
Rebecca Krey, and Danelle Putname From Walter & Ana Ries:

From their Christmas Letter: AOn Nov. spec

N As misstonartes, We ha V 6t the s tﬁe%apl?alpd’né éafgu rﬁehlt?ersﬁad
litle better this year what po.v_erty 's about. It sur- finished building her house and asked us to bless her
rpunds us. We know of humility too, as more than home. One of her daughters introduced me to a

fifty percent of qur people do not yvork. Homes are neighbor who is raising her three grandchildren alone.
often made of S'”?p'e wood with t"? roofs. Therfa are The mother recently died of cancer at the age of 32. We
thqgg who are O.f . rep ute too - children with dis- have gone there several times to have devotions with
abilities who sit i their wards every day of the year her and she asked if we could baptize her three grand-
forgotten'by thglr people, youth who have not fin- children. After receiving classes on Baptism, she also
ished their studies who have no future nor pargnts invited her other family members and grandchildren to
V_Vho push them to study, ar_ld those who have lived be baptized as well. One of the young men travelled
lives of abandon and now find that they have fool- 300 kilometers for his Baptism! In all, five were bap-

ishly spent thelr youth and now find themselves of !II tized on a Friday evening with around 40 people at-
repute, marglnallged and forgottgn. But then there is tending the service. Neighbors also peered in from
baby Jesus born in the flesh having t.en. fingers and their balconies and porches overlooking our service on
ten toes who understands what all this is about. the dirt road that turns into a foot path into the slums.
AAs a man He wunder st andsTwgiightbubs ek rigedptd ouditle h&Rl Aeld
He has compassion for He is a Savior. He has been  generator and we invited our members in the capital to

born to die. This Jesus saves His people from their participate in the service too. This week, we hope to
SIns. As missionaries, we clln.g to the Same cross in begin our first Sunday school there with the newly bap-
which we point others to. He is love. His love is not tized children and make follow -up visits. Please pray

mushy. His love is a strong, firm, compassionate for us in this, the newest o



From the Pastor about reconciliation in troubled marriages. Luther as-

Already seven young couples are lined up to get mar- SUMES thiAs in his explanation to the 4t Pgtition of the
ried here at EIm Grove Lutheran in 2010. Thiswilbe ~-0r dos Prayer. A pious spous
the largest number of weddings performed in recent for which we all pray.
years. Fourteen young men and women have concluded  Consider how Luther also encourages young people
that marriage is such a good institution that they are to pray about marriage. He w
ready to be institutionalized! brought up in such a way that a girl is ashamed to ask
Marriage is a good and precious gift, first given to our ©0d for a boy, and a boy is ashamed to ask God for a
parents in the Garden. God has given it to us for our glrl. T.hey imagine that asking God fgr thls_ls a very fool-
well-being. We all know, however, that the institution of SN thing and that they must plunge into this matter of
Christian marriage suffers attacks on many sides. Right their own accord. This is why marriage so rarely turns
now | am not thinking pri R4wslShouldnetagitinalf seriquspess he prgkht to
definition (or lack thereof) of marriage. Nor are the step before God and say with all confidence: Behold,

many affairs of Tiger Woods my concern. Marriage is ~ déar God, I have now come to those years in my life
under assault primarily from sin i our own. when | would like to become married. Be thou my Fa-

ther, and let me be thy child. Give me a pious boy, and

St. James describes it well in the epistle that bears his . : o
~ graciously help me enter the married estate; or, if it
name, i What causes quarrel and a causes i

pl easce e, Qglve me

t s .
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war _ € sp
within you?d (James 4:1) B ePOYSeaacoyagedLojdothe same fopagniegluthey g
wives are by nature curved in upon themselves, making L h€n concludes his thought b
decisions with their own desires in mind. Thus, when young people are real children of God. They begin noth-

two self-centered individuals are then placed in the ing, no matter how trivial it may be, without first paying _
small confines of marriage, sparks are bound to fly. their respects to God in thi
Thank God for the gift of forgiveness, by which He Whatever else we undertake as a congregation in

holds together every other gift! 2010, |l etds uphold the digni

There are many things that can be said about mar- prayer and action, for ourselves and for those embark-

riage T what it is and how it functions best. For in- ing on the adventure of wedded life.
stance, we rightly affirm that marriage is designed to be
a life-long, one-flesh union, between one man and one
woman. We rejoice in the knowledge that the relation-
ship between husband and wife reflects the relationship
between God and the Church. We acknowledge that
marriage is ordained by God as a vocation, meaning
that it takes work to keep it going. It is also a uniquely
special mask of God, through which He uses us as tools
to care for another human being. Through this station

in life God refines us. Thus, God is at work in and
through Christian marriage.

When so much is at stake, marriage should not be

entered Ainadvisably or |l ightly, but i
ately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it Pastor Eric C. Skovgaard
was instituted, 06 as the wedding rite in our hymnal ex

plains. However, in addition to understanding the the-

ology behind marriage and gaining some wise tools for H A PP
enjoying a healthy marriage, we should also make it an P\ )/
intentional subject of prayer. Parents of young and old YE

children, you can start right now praying that your chil- NE A R
dren will find pious spouses, or that God would bring



Lutheran Women in

Mission

The LWML is set up on the Na-
tional and the District level to provide
mission grants for various mission
projects in the United States and in
foreign countries. Ingatherings are a
big part of the rallies, retreats, and
conventions. This is when the
LWMLers bring various items to share
with others who have various needs.
Our EIm Grove LWML decided to
have a mission project right here for
our school and have an ingathering of
items that are on
List: things that go beyond the regular
curriculum needs. We plan to collect
these items during the month of Janu-
ary and present our ingathering to the
teachers in February. The list of
needed items is below and will also be
posted on the LWML bulletin board in

EGL School Ingathering

Items needed are the following:
Gift cards for Office Depot, The Learn-
ing Center, Barnes & Noble

PreKindergarten

Pom poms

Pipe cleaners

Alphabet gamesi for ages 36 years
Small seasonal stickersi holidays,
spring, summer, fall and winter

Play doughi any colors

Shape games for ages 36 years

Kindergarten

Seasonal stickers/Jesus stickers
Expo dry erase markersi black low
odor ink, fine tip

Colored pencils

Napkins

First Grade

Winter hats/Mittens
Clip boards

Finger paint
Seasonal Stickers

Second Grade

HP Ink cartridges 74/75 1 black or

color
Long arm stapler
14 1|1 06 r ewa ridjood jpb, ex-k

cellent, etc.

the lower lobby. If you would like to
bring something for the Ingathering,
please put it in either the big LWML
Mite Box or the decorated LWML box
in the lower lobby. Then, check off
what you have donated. We thank you.

Grant #8 for the South Wisconsin
District LWML is $1,098 for the con-
struction of a cistern to provide clean
fresh water for the church and parson-
age under construction in Chiquimula,
Guatemala. The Rev. Tiburecio Giron
and his wife Carmelina have been
ministering to the poorest of the poor
i Ghiguinula, hRlding seryiees iy;
their rented home. The congregation
has been saving for many years to
build the church and the parsonage,
which is now under construction.
Some 70 children are being served in
the pre-school and after school pro-
grams in this small rural church. The
water supply is not stable and often

Extra pencils i not decorated
Double AA batteries

Third Grade

Expo dry erase markersi any color
Magnetic whiteboard erasers
Board gamesi Sorry, Yahtzee, etc.
Puzzlesi ages 81to 12

Pencilsi decorated or plain

Red pensi Pilot G-2

Stickers

New booksi Boxcar children
Electric pencil sharpener

Fourth Grade
Expo markers i purple
Seasonal stickers by Trend

Fifth Grade

Stickersi holidays or religious
Masking tape

Colored file folders

Electric pencil sharpeners (3)
Sharpiesi black

Fiskar scissors for the teacher

Sixth Grade

Expo dry erase markersi any color
Electric pencil sharpener (2)

Board gamesi Sorry, Monopoly,
Yatzee, Mancala, Stratego, Guess Who
Magnetic whiteboard erasers

Béan bag chairs

available only during the night. The
construction of this water storage sys-
tem will serve the church and the par-
sonage. You can see that this is a very
worthwhile project.

Our EGL LWML will meet on
Wednesday, January 6, 2010, at 10:00
a.m. in the Bartelt Adult Activities
Center. The Bible study isHeart Mat-
ters: A Look at Mary, found on pages
16-17 in the winter issue of the LWML
Quarterly. We welcome all women of
our congregation.

A big thank you to all congregation
members who have contributed mites
by filling their mite boxes and bring-
ing them to the church library or to
the big Mite Box near the LWML bul-
letin board in the lower entrance. We
appreciate your generosity. To God
be the glory!

Barbara Kurth

Seventh Grade

Expo dry erase markersi any color
Electric pencil shapener (2)

Board gamesi Sorry, Monopoly,
Yatzee, Mancala, Stratego, Guess Who
Magnetic whiteboard erasers

Bean bag chairs

Eighth Grade

Jiffy pots/Planting soil

Red pens /Pilot G-2/Expo markers
Pump hand washing soap
Vinegar

Germination stations (2)

Dish washing soap/Bleach

Ziploc bagsi gallon, sandwich and
quart

Sterlite 1 15 qgt. clear plastic totes
Packing peanuts

Watering can i household type




TOTAL COMMITMENT: PRINCIPLES
OF BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP

Last month we talked abo
This month we talk about
are managers, not owners. Many of us, perhaps all of
us, have been blessed beyond comprehension. As those
so richly blessed, we should consider what the Apostle
Paul, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, says in
| Timothy 6:17-19: As for the rich in this present
age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but
on God, who richly provides us with every-
thing to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich
in good works, to be generous and ready to
share, thus storing up treasure for themselves
as a good foundation for the future, so that
they may take hold of that which is truly life.
(ESV)

As manager® notownersdof God o6 s
us, He wants us to begenerous and ready to share
And, listen to His promise to us when He promises that
by doing what He says, we willtake hold of that which
is truly life ! God will bless us with peace and content-
ment and will give to us the things we need and the
things we need to share with others. We can be assured
of this. He promises! Placing God and His needs first
in our lives really does work. Try it!

Using the words of | Chronicles 29:18. (ESV), we
pray:

O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
our fathers, keep forever such thoughts and purposes
in the hearts of Your people, and direct their hearts
towardYou.l n Jesusd®d name, Amen

Red Corder
Board of Stewardship

-~

Stewd’rdﬁship

Blood Drive at
EGL on Thursday ,
Jeénuayedr ds .

Fhrtiel By THr®ent FIV ©

nancial for Lutherans

Please consider being a
blood donor. We need
you to take advantage
of the opportunity to
donate blood, right here
at EIm Grove Luth. on
Thursday, January 21, 2
-6 p.m., in the Christian

Life Center.

gr eattegd&Rsh | 4

Thank You from Bethany Lutheran Church
Dear Brothers & Sisters,

At this time of year, when we bend our knees giving
thanks for all our blessings, we bend them for you and
for all the generosity you have shown for so many
years. Now, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of the
Christ Child, we thank you again for the very kind gift
of 33 boxes of food- cereal, pies, canned goods of
every kind, flour, pasta, sauce, and so much more. As
always, your overwhelming gift of 35 boxes of clothes
goes such a long way in helping us with our ministry
here at Bethany. The people are so grateful for the
clothes. Because of you, it enables us to do so much

for our neighbors.

Praise God!
Thank you from your Bethany Family

Thank You for Holy Ghost Lutheran Church

Thank you for the 57 boxes of clothing, 56 boxes of
food, and the financial assistance in the amount of
$1,100 this past year for our food pantry. The monies
were used to purchase needed food from Hunger Task
Force and Second Harvest. We are extremely grateful
for your continued assistance. It surely contributes to
our being able to be open every Tuesday.

Thank you so much.

Lois C. Schmidt, Director
Holy Ghost Lutheran Church



Advent by Candlelight 2009 the wonderful chocolate fountain with all the fixings,
por and Barb Thompson, for her myriad of frosted cut -out

cookies. It was wonderful afternoon of peace and joy,
fellowship and food.

i U |t was a delight to see
ts our candlelit Fellowship
Hall filled with ladies of
all ages gathered to pre-
pare their hearts for Ad-
vent through the Word,
music, message, and fel-
lowship. We thank all
who attended and
brought family and
friends to Advent by
Candlelight, November
29. We especially thank
our inspiring speaker d
Karen Lippert d and our

k\l‘l (0”1\:
Emimanucl

talented musiciansd Barb Erdmann, Lisa McMiller,
Katherine and Elizabeth Murphy, & Brenna Pankow.
Our Advent wreath reflection readersd Lynn Burhop,
Linda Hoffmann, Ruth Smith, & Debbie Pankow o did a
wonderful job.

We are very thankful for our crew who set-up and
put away: Jean, Dave, and Hunter Bennett, Dennis
Braun, Nancy Ewert, Joy Fote, Jerry Hogan, Helen
Moore, & Jeff Wilinski.

We thank and
praise God for so
many blessings for
this event, but most
of all for His gift of
our priceless Sav-
ior, Jesus.

Judy Hogan
Carole Braun

We appreciate each of the table decorator$ Jean
Bennett, Hazel Ewert, Joy Fote, Linda Hoffmann, Meg
Jungkuntz, Joan Knuteson, Barbara Kurth, Sue Schmal-
zer, Shelly Skovgaard, Ruth Smith, & Barbara Thomp-
sond for sharing their treasured china, linens, silver,
and decorations to create the beautiful tables for us. A
special thank you to sisters Jean Bennett and Joan
Knuteson for designing anc
Come, Emmanuel 0 banner . Ar
those who brought the delectable appetizers and des-
serts: especially Debbie Pankow and Jean Bennett, for

Oh



MOVIE & LUNCH RESERVATION

$10.00 DEADLINE
Golden Friends Jan 28th
Present
SECONDHAND LIONS
Staring
Michael Caine & Robert Duvall
One time showing
Feb 2™ 11:30 in the CLC
am Tam am am an an am am
Don’t miss this movie
Please call Joan Knight 262-695-7111 to make your reservation
; Congregation Membership Changes: We will miss: :
We welcome: Philip Langelin, released to Calvary LC, ELCA
Mya Pederson, by Baptism Walter Buescher, by death
Dylan Pederson, by Baptism Harold Farchminm, by death
Justin Speck, by Adult Baptism Edna Moldenhauer, by death
Athanasius Speck , by Baptism Robert Schoessow, by death
Nathan Jump, transferred from St. James LC Ruth Wagner, by death

Bretta Speck, by Adult confirmation
Address/Phone Changes:

Ed & Dorothy Hamre
13950 W. Park Central Blvd. #703
New Berlin, WI 53151

Sarah Elwing, by Profession of Faith

Wesley & Dorothy Podany
1380 W. Wisconsin Ave. Apt. 202
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

Marla Baker-Weiss
15370 Brojan Dr.

Elm Grove, WI 53122
262-784-4607



Friendship Library

Once again we have celebrated the birth of Jesus and

will be celebrate it again and again in years to come.
For Christians, Christmas is never over. Our one God
Father, Son and Holy Spiritd is with us always and for-
ever.

Your Friendship Library Committee thanks all the
volunteers who have made the Sunday morning coffee
hour possible. We also welcome new volunteers, not
only for coffee hour, but also for the committee. New
faces and new ideas are always needed, and 2010 is a

A

Comptroll eros
Corner

I am becoming increasingly concerned about the
financial picture here at EIm Grove Lutheran.

This past month (November) we had a very bad re-
cord of giving. Our envelope receipts, combined with
our gifts to the school, fell behind anticipated income
by a large amount. We are now over $40,000 behind
anticipated giving for the first five months of the year,
as well as more than
levels.

Combining this deficit in receipts with the expected
shortfall from the Thrivent corporation matching gifts
(caused by their cancellation of the matching pro-

$21, 00

good time to join.

The nativity scene pictured above (in our library) is
Christmas, combined with Epiphany.

gram), we have what an approaching crisis.

We desperately need a very good December in
terms of our giving levels. Considering what God gave
us at Christmas, we should be motive to give back for

AFor this His e p i p thework of his kingdom here on earth.
All Glory, Jesus, be to Thee.
Whom with the Father we adore.

And Spi rL$B399%e/8er mor e. 0

gl ad

Hol vy

Lut her an
Hour Ministries

Laymenés Leaguwe ati hgteéeretrigry, the Lutheran

ward in Christ to proclaim the Gospel in many media

| donot make New Year os U E[heyeqr gOIQ Yourprayers andsypportare
way | donot have to feel ﬂoboﬂ“y Ll_rgte'l}'yq”eeé’eo‘? gLﬂ ?ISO %asﬂ?stly|§04|Cét<’an.i ng
We are still bringing Christ to the Nations and the Na-

them. Of course, it is not a sin to beak a resolution, but
guilt 8 any kind of guilt & is damaging to our inner
selves and sometimes to our soul. In Jesus Christ, for-
giveness is not only an everpresent reality but is also God bless you in the year 2010 in ways only God
the sum and substance of our lives lived in the Spirit of can!
God. Christmas i s @@mé LeAbout t
Us Adore Him!

Lutheran Hour Ministries and its founding and op-

t he
ons. 0

tions to
Gener at i

Church tel |

by

he Baby.FedKurthLLL Ambassador



