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Getting to Know Principal Fick 

EGL students with Mr. Fick at faculty welcome picnic.  Mr. Fick with  faculty members: Mrs. Deb Margrett, 

Mrs. Linda Hoffmann, and Miss Pam Ganswindt 

"My Christian educational philosophy is to proclaim 

Christ as Savior to all students and to strengthen and 

encourage one another in the Christian faith.  As writ-

ten in Proverbs 22:6, óTrain a child in the way he should 

go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.ô  As an 

educator and administrator in our Lutheran School, I 

believe that the parents, faculty, staff, and I working 

together have the responsibility of bringing Christ, the 

Savior, to the children.  A strong Christian home can 

best fulfill the mission of training a child in the way he 

should go by providing a total Christian environment 

between home and school. 

 

ñI believe that a Christian education can best support, 

supplement, and complement the religious and aca-

demic education by preparing children for eternity as 

well as life in this world.   Children are fully prepared to 

know God's plan of salvation and see themselves as a 

part of that plan.   With such an understanding, they will 

have the proper incentive to ready themselves to the 

best of their abilities for active and useful lives of ser-

vice to God and mankind.  A Christian school with 

Christian educators, where every subject is taught from 

a Christian viewpoint, can be more successful in leading 

children to grow spiritually, morally, intellectually, and 

socially than any other agency. 

  

ñI make all learning relevant to life and maintain a 

desirable balance among activities designed to increase 

student knowledge, enhance emotional well-being, and 

provide for psychomotor development.   All these factors 

meet the needs of the whole child in nurturing them  to 

live in service to God and mankind." 

Principal Jeffrey Fick  
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From the Pastor  

 

On Wednesday, August 25, Elm Grove Lutheran 

School began the 2010-2011 academic year under the 

banner of ñGrowing To Serveò (Ephesians 4:15-16). We 

begin this new year with abundant opportunities. En-

rollment is up, with 133 students, 25 of whom were not 

enrolled here last year. The composition of the faculty 

has also changed. With the arrival of Principal Fick and 

a new, part-time 7th Grade teacher, Mr. Paul Davis, and 

with the departures of Mr. David Marose and Mrs. Adri-

enne Budnik, teaching responsibilities among the fac-

ulty have been reshuffled. Thereôs lots of potential for 

all of us to grow in serving God and one another. 

 

Growth, however, is often hard. In my mind itôs no 

coincidence that Labor Day and the beginning of the 

new school year are always so closely connected. Not 

only is this connection rooted in our farming heritage, 

but God in His wisdom has given us a constant re-

minder that education involves work, both for the 

teacher and for the student. Anything worth knowing 

and then teaching is worth the labor to learn it well. 

What could be worth knowing more than how we can be 

productive citizens in this world, and how much God 

loves us in Jesus Christ? And that two-pronged ap-

proach is exactly what our school endeavors to do! 

 

St. Paul says it well in his letter to the Philippians: 

ñFinally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honor-

able, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excel-

lence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these thingsò (4:8). Focusing on the knowledge that 

leads to well-rounded adults and heirs of the heavenly 

Kingdom, we think about the things that are truly excel-

lent and praiseworthy.  

 

Consider the following quotes from Martin Luther on 

education, found in the library book, What Luther Says :  

ñIt is a serious and important matter, in which Christ 

and all the world are mightily concerned, that we help 

and assist our youth. By helping the youth we shall be 

helping ourselves and all men.ò 

ñYou parents cannot prepare a more dependable 

treasure for your children than an education in the lib-

eral arts. House and home burn down and disappear, 

but an education is easy to carry off.ò 

ñTrue it is that human wisdom and the liberal arts are 

noble gifts of God, good and useful for all kinds of 

things, wherefore one cannot do without them in this 

life. But they can never thoroughly tell us what sin and 

righteousness are in the eyes of God, how we can get rid 

of sins, become pious and just before God, and pass 

from death into life. Wisdom divine and an art supreme 

are required for this; and one does not find them in the 

books of any jurist or worldly -wise person, but in the 

Bible alone, which is the Holy Spiritôs Book.ò 

 

What a treasure and useful tool we have in our school 

for raising up godly, well -educated children!  

 

Pastor Skovgaard  

 

Bible Study  

Wednesday morning ladies Bible study 

continues with its study of Acts, beginning 

Wednesday, September 8, in the  Friend-

ship Library at 10:00 a.m. Bring a friend.  
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LCEF - Your Saving Place  

 

 
 

Have you been missing the boat with your 

savings plan?  Have your savings been helping to 

build churches and schools?  As you ponder 

these questions, consider opening an account at 

the LCEF.  Applications available in the tract 

rack near the mailboxes. 

Golden Friends  

On October 5 we have a special 

guest. Shirley Turner will talk to 

us about THE ATTIC WORK-

SHOP. Come find out what The 

Attic Workshop is all about and 

who in our congregation is in-

volved in this Mission Outreach.  

Watch  your mailbox for flyers.  

The scheduled Blood Drive at EGL on 

Saturday, Oct. 16th, 8AM to Noon 

has been cancelled.   

Mark Your Calendar: Monday, No-

vember 1, for the next Blood Drive 

DIRECTORY CHANGES:  

 

We welcome:  

Lisa Brazelton  

Alex Vega  

Douglas Brazelton  

JUSTIN  

804 Oakland Ave.  

Waukesha, WI 53186 

Transferred from Beautiful Savior LC, Waukesha  

 

Jon & Carol Heup, AMELIA & CATHERINE  

110 N. 87th St.  

Wauwatosa, WI 53226 

414-771-3110 

Transferred from  

Our Redeemer LC, Wauwatosa   

 

Kathleen Matschull  

1807 W. Main St. Apt. 401 

Waukesha, WI 53186 

262-574-9993 

Transferred from Our Fatherôs LC, Greenfield 

 

Timothy & Teresa Stritesky, MEGAN & MOLLY  

3231 S. 97th St.  

Milwaukee, WI 53227 

414-303-7423 

Transferred from Our Redeemer LC,  Wauwatosa   

 

We will miss:  

Betty Trubshaw, by death  

Jerry Ristow, by death  

Harvey Birnschein, by death 

 

Evelyne Ament, transferred to Beautiful Savior LC,  

Waukesha  

Adrienne Budnik, Transferred to Zion LC, Menomonee Falls  

Rev. John Eyer , Transferred to St. Paul LC, Shawano  

Jeanne Kainz, Transferred to Blessed Savior LC, New Berlin 

Katelin Krystowiak, Transferred to Immanuel LC, Madison  

Susan MacGillis, Transferred to Oklahoma Ave. LC 

Richard & Carolyn Sellers and Jacob, Transferred to Blessed 

Savior LC, New Berlin  

 

Name Change:  

Katelin (Tomesch) Krystowiak  

Rachel (Pederson) Schultz  

Stacey (Drabiszczak) Setzer  

 

ADDRESS/PHONE CHANGES: 

Karen Clark  

262-366-5920 

 

Lyn Peterson  

S61 W28139 Ridge Valley Rd.  

Waukesha, WI 53189 

 

Karl & Maria Stemke  

N77 W22980 Coldwater Circle  

Sussex, WI 53089 

262-820-2789 

 

Lindsay Weinbauer  

1716 S. 89th St.  

Milwaukee, WI 53214 
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Comptrollerôs Corner 

The numbers are now all in for last year. The 

four -page Comptrollerôs report for the fiscal year 

ended June 30, 2010 is available on the tract 

rack by the mailboxes for your reading 

ñpleasureò. 

The reports show a troubling trend in the fi-

nancial picture here at  Elm Grove Lutheran 

Church. 

In 5 of the last 9 years, we have had decreases 

in giving from  the prior year. The decrease in 

this last year ($121,000) is more than the de-

crease from the other four years of declines 

COMBINED!!  

This last year saw an excess of expenditures 

over receipts of more than $91,000. This is by 

far the largest excess of expense over income in 

the years since I have served as Comptroller. 

There are only two ways to reduce an excess 

of expenses over income: 

1. Cut expenses 

2. Increase income 

The Council and the various boards have 

made real efforts to cut expenses in recent 

years. Unfortunately this has also led to a re-

duction in ministry. Our support for Synod, 

the Lutheran High School Association, and 

the Seminaries, for example, have all suffered 

reductions in the past several years. 

The ONLY solution to our financial difficul-

ties has to lie in better application of Steward-

ship principles individually and collectively by 

our members. 

I am reminded of the story of the 20 dollar 

bill and the 1 dollar bill. Both were well worn 

and were sent to the Federal Reserve to be 

burned. As they moved along the conveyor 

belt they struck up a conversation. The 20 

dollar bill reminisced about its travels.  

ñIôve had a pretty good life the twenty pro-

claimed.ò ñWhy Iôve been to Las Vegas and 

Atlantic City, the finest restaurants in New 

York, performances on Broadway and even a 

cruise to the Caribbean.ò  

ñWow!ò says the one dollar bill. ñYouôve  had 

an exciting life!ò 

ñSo, tell me,ò says the twenty, ñWhere have 

you been in your life?ò 

The one dollar bill replies ñOh, Iôve been to 

the Methodist church, the Baptist church and 

the Lutheran church.  

The 20 dollar bill interrupts, ñWhatôs a 

church?ò 

Does God get your leftovers? 

Ralph Ganswindt  

3rd Annual Ethnic ñFolk Fairò 

On Saturday, September 25, (12:00 ï 4:00 pm) the 3rd 

Annual Lutheran ñFolk Fair,ò highlighting ethnic minis-

tries in the South Wisconsin District, will be held in the 

gym of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 6717 W. Center Street, 

Wauwatosa. The whole community is invited. Young and 

old will find something of interest. There will be a clown 

for children, and everyone can enter a drawing for a $50 

grocery certificate. Representatives from the Hmong, 

Hispanic, English - and French-speaking African immi-

grant, and Chinese ministries will be on hand to share 

their various cultures through music, singing, ethnic 

food, and cultural dress. 

 

New this year is a pre-Folk Fair presentation by Dr. 

Victor Raj, professor of missions at Concordia Seminary, 

St. Louis. The topic of his presentation will be, ñChristian 

Witnessing in the New Americaò. This will be held next 

door in the church from 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00. 

Proceeds from this event will benefit the ethnic minis-

tries in the South Wisconsin District.   Financial sponsors 

are also welcome.  For more information, contact the Pil-

grim Church Office (414-476-0735) or Rev. Dan McMiller 

(SWD Office:  414-464-8101). 
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Lutheran Women in Mission  
Our EGL LWML will resume with its monthly meet-

ings on Wednesday, September 1, 2010 at 10:00 am in 

the Bartelt Adult Activity Center.  We look forward to 

being together again to study Godôs Word, finding out 

more about missions, and bringing our filled mite boxes 

to the meeting.  Our Bible study, ñThe Simple Life of a 

Fisherman,ò is found on pages 16-17 of the Summer 

Quarterly.   We will also have extra copies of the study 

at the meeting.  A warm welcome is extended to all 

women of our congregation. 

The South Wisconsin District LWML will hold its Fall 

Retreat on October 15-16, 2010 at the Holiday Inn in 

Manitowoc, WI. The theme is M ission I ntent Sending 

Servants Out I nto Our Neighborhoods. Come, rest, re-

lax, hear inspiring speakers, study Godôs Word and 

grow spiritually.  It is also a great experience to get ac-

quainted with other LWMLers from our South Wiscon-

sin District.  Registration forms can be found in the 

July/August issue of the South Wisconsin News ï Mis-

sion Lamp  or download them  at www.swd-lwml.org  .  

Gifts from the Heart Ingathering of non -perishable food 

items will go Peterôs Food Pantry in Manitowoc .  Sug-

gested items are cereal, peanut butter, noodles, canned 

goods, etc. 

At the June LWML Convention in Milwaukee, Mis-

sion Grants were selected for the new biennium of 2010

-2012.  The first grant to be funded will be $9,700 for 

equipping and training deaf leaders.  There have been 

advances in technology to proclaim the Gospel world-

wide through sign language via the internet.  With this 

grant, technology will be used to train leaders to be able 

to prepare and deliver sermons and devotions; to reach 

out in sign to the sick and shut-in, thus reaching thou-

sands of deaf people who do not know about Jesus, 

their Savior.  

We appreciate all of the congregation members who 

fill mite boxes for our LWML.  

As you fill these mite boxes, you are helping to spread 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Thank you so much.  You can always pick up a new 

mite box from our church library.  

ñBut you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Je-

rusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end 

of the earth.ò  Acts 1:8 

Barbara Kurth  

LLL/LHM  
Whatôs your plan?  You and I both know that many 

people go through this life without a single idea of hav-

ing a life plan. They are sometimes referred to as being 

ñdysfunctionalò or ñdisingenuousò or even confused or 

just simply ñout of it.ò But, labeling people doesnôt help 

at all.  Guidance is what is needed.  Love, care, concern, 

sympathy, prayer, and sometimes direct help with a lov-

ing hand are all needed. 

But, back to the plan!  Or is it Plan B or Plan C?  

Never mind. A plan is a plan is a plan! 

Do you realize that God has a plan?  Check out 

Jeremiah 29:11. How many of us have decided to follow 

Godôs plan as difficult as that is sometimes?  Our sinful 

nature bubbles over with toil and trouble.  Godôs plan 

seems to keep us from having the most fun and happi-

ness...  But, wait!  Have you tried Godôs plan? Really 

tried?  What I mean is this. Is worship every Sunday our 

top priority? Is our stewardship of Godôs multiple gifts 

obvious and deliberate? Think about it!  Really think! 

Most of us, in all honesty, have to say the plan is not 

always in effect!  But, with Godôs help, we can get back 

on track, on Godôs plan, the best and only way. 

Lutheran Hour Ministry has a plan, a plan to tell the 

story of Godôs great love for all people.  Jesus is the way, 

the Truth and the Life.  

Thanks be to God for His great plan, so we are a peo-

ple of God with a message of hope ñBringing Christ 

to the Nations and the Nations to the Church.ò  

God bless your plan to do the same.      

    Fred Kurth, Ambassador  

http://www.swd-lwml.org
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Welcome!  

Be sure to welcome 

new Principal Jeff Fick 

and his wife, Bessie, when 

you see them in school 

and church! Mr. Fick ac-

cepted our call to be a 

teacher and principal in 

our midst in late April. He 

was officially installed 

August 8 during the regu-

lar 8am Sunday service, 

and has been working 

hard ever since.  On the 

front cover of this news-

letter you will find a brief 

article outlining his edu-

cational philosophy. The 

Ficks found and pur-

chased a home in Wauke-

sha, not far from Retzer 

Nature Center. 

 THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING  

The Elm Grove Lutheran Church Foundation can 
make that happen for you. 

 The Foundation administers three major types of 
funds. Living endowments ð the gifts that keep giv-
ing; capital and specified funds, both designated or 
limited as to use by the donor; and undesignated 
funds whose use is determined by either the Pastors 
or school Principal.  

Living endowments are funded by major gifts or 
bequests. They are often a thank-you for blessings 
received or just a special interest that you wish to 
support  each year. These funds are invested for  
longer periods as only the funds earnings can be used. 
Currently there are six endowment funds supporting 
the following:  

 Pre-Seminary and Seminary Scholarships 

 Commissioned Minister Scholarships   

 (Usually for future Lutheran School teachers)  

 Teacherôs Advanced Education Fund 

 Three Estate funds for special missions or  

 special needs 

In the past these endowments have provided sup-
port for both seminary students and for students at a 
Concordia University studying for the teaching minis-
try. Additional support has been provided to EGLS 
teachers working toward additional degrees or other 
courses to improve their skills.  

Special projects or missions have included among 
others: 

 Strategic plan development; 

 Seed money for an energy use study  

       to be repaid thru energy savings; 

 Support for Lutheran Special Schools; 

 Purchase of  three EGL promissory notes. 

The donor when making the gift determines how 
the annual earnings can be used. You can add to these 
endowments, thus providing more capital to produce 
more earnings, or you could establish your own en-
dowment to support the ministry that has blessed you 
or your family.  

Watch for future Foundation articles about the des-
ignated and the capital funds. You can contact any 
member of the Foundation Board for immediate in-
formation. In the meantime remember the Founda-
tion in your prayers.  

Please feel free to remember the Foundation in 
your will, as beneficiary of an insurance policy or in 
memory of a loved one. Just name Elm Grove Lu-
theran Church Foundation.  

Ken Willis  

 

President Patrick T. Ferry 

Invites you to join the 

Concordia University Wisconsin 

Board of Regents and Foundation Board 

To celebrate the dedication of the 

 

Concordia Center for Environmental Stewardship 

Thursday, September 9, 2010 

At 4:00 p.m. 

Reception and Open House to Follow 

 

Concordia Center for Environmental Stewardship 

Concordia University Wisconsin 

12800 North Lake Shore Drive 

Mequon, Wisconsin 
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Friendship Library  

Thanks to Donna Corder and her helpers, families were 

able to enjoy ñsummer snacksò in  your Friendship Library 

during July and August. Now that September has arrived 

Hazel Ewert and her crew will again be serving ñThe Coffee 

Hourò. Your Library Committee extends a great big ñThank 

Youò to all these generous volunteers. 

With school again in session we urge families to utilize 

your library and its extensive Christian resources to 

strengthen faith and family ties.  As we sing in LSB 862 v. 1: 

 ñOh blest the house what eôer befall. 

 Where Jesus Christ is all in all. 

 A home that is not wholly His  

 How sad and poor and dark it is.ò 

We also suggest you check the table in the library with its 

generous supply of free books. There are treasures to inter-

est everyone. With all the technology  sources available 

(especially the internet) it is easy to overlook the possibili-

ties and portability of BOOKS! 

Your Library Committee welcomes new members. We 

meet the first and third Thursdays in the library at 9:30 

a.m. Please call Doris Moore at 262-781-2918 if you are in-

terested in joining us.  

 Again from LSB 862 v. 4: 

 ñOh, blest that house; it prospers well 

 In peace and joy the parents dwell, 

 And in their childrenôs lives is shown 

 How richly God can bless His own.ò 
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Thank You Festival Volunteers!  
Allison Bessert  

Dennis Braun 

Karen Clark  

Cara Corder  

Donna Corder 

Red Corder  

Paul Davis 

Brian Diven 

Linda Diven 

Mark Ewert  

Jeff Fick  

Meg Grelk  

Bob Gunerman 

Ron Harmeyer  

Rob Hipke 

Garrett Hoeg  

Linda Hoffmann  

Brian Huber  

Breanne Kramer  

Sam Lee 

Deb Margrett  

Dan McMiller  

Lisa McMiller  

Anna McMiller  

Tyler McMiller  

Jenna McMiller  

Helen Moore  

Deb Pankow 

Brenna Pankow 

Randy Randall 

Eric Seeger  

Joanne Seeger  

Norm Seeger  

Pastor Skovgaard  

Shelly Skovgaard  

Karen van Schaick 

Jay Weymier  

Casey W! 

Bruce Wilcox  

Sue Wilcox  

Nicole Wolfe  

Sean Wolfe  


